
Sanitized Copy Approved^ for Release^OI 0/05/1 1 


CIA-RDP80T00246A040200530001-6 


SUBJECT 


PLACE 

ACQUIRED 

DATE OF 
INFO 


CLASSIFICATION - SBCRKT/HOiOKS 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

INFORMATION REPORT 


Order cf* Battle of the Groiyjp of Soviet. 
Forces in Gera&ny (GSFG'l 
{ Situation Report Ho. 2/57} 


1 


25X1 


"qgrr 


REPORT 

CO NO. 

DATE DISTR. 

ivn nr PArsec 


25X1 


I TVtJ* OOCUUfKT CONTAINS INFORMATION AWCCTIHO THE NATIONAL DEFENSE j 

?/ - !"7. eo 7™** wvma nis M* niis of the espionage act so 
S* «'«V n,#0 3a '* 3 Aiirscca in T*AN$sjisetoN ©h tki revelation l 

O* JT5 CO,-'.* ..'3 IN AKV UAUHSft TO AM UWAUfUOBIZSJ PEIlSOU JS p||0- f 

o r. V WMASOOL'CTIOJJ or this roaM ts r&0M8i?Cft. 






25X1 


X v. Reorganj za.tia.13 aad Reamagm^t x 

1., Confirm tion of aaausssd Eeorg&nift&ti on of Units 
Changes with fo.mar Rif I© Arsdes 


b, , Cimnga& with Meehan*! zed Anrd.es 

c. > GSH* Artillery 

cL Fre&aat Organisation of GSFG Forces (ees Annex i) 
Designation of Units 
2 , Unc3 arlfied U ixestiong 


a# Organisation of Tank Units 

(1) of Tank Divisions (aee Annex 2) 

(2) of Msoa Divisions (see Annex 3) 

bo Organisation and Equipment of Artillery 

(1) Division Artillery 

(2) Army Artillery 

(3) HI Units 

(4) GSFG Artillery 
Co Army Engineer© 


3 < in the ODE for the first Tine 

4« Find Conclusions 


state: ~5r 

NAVY #|X 

NSRB 

□ 

DISTRIBUTION 

— — ~ 


J j f 1 

1 

ARMY EV” j 2# 

! AIR #jX 

FBI 

□ 

ocTwlx j f ! 



.. . . L J .Li 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A040200530001-6 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A040200530001-6 


SECRET - BnFORH 

** 2 - 


25X1 


II <, Training 

1* Exercises at Regimental Lev el 

2c Exercises (Maneuvers) at divisional Level and above 
3 0 Return from Sumner Camps 
4» Firing Details 
5® Engineer Training 


III* Personnel Exchange 
I?. Logistics 
V* Evaluation 


SECRET ~ UOFORH 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A040200530001-6 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A040200530001-6 


SECRET - NGFOHtT 

- 3 - 


25X1 


Report 


on Situation of GSFG Forces between late July and 





late November 1957 
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Preliminary Note 

During the period under review.? activities of OSFG unite concent ra ted on 
mimmer and fall training which terminated in a number of maneuvers. The* 
reorganization of Soviet Hjiay units i.n tee ODP,^ which started in late 
April 1957 *, was generally completed in July 1957, Ho fairer., asuiJLL-soala 
changed may still ooaur* 

In spihe of increased Soviet security ? deceptive and camouflf^a measures, 
information obtained allows? a comparatively clear picture of activities 
and measures of Soviet army units in the GDR* 


I * Reor ganization and Rearmament 

1« Information obtained on the new j phase of the reorganiaatxoru which 
started on 21 April 1957, permits definite conc lusions as o 
extension and resulted and confirms assumptions 


25X1 


a a Changes observed with Rifle Amies 

Both rifle armies were reorganized into mechanized ar rues, Thi^ 

was accomplished by the following measu ires: 

(1) Reorganization of 2 rnechamaad divisions (19th GS* Men* T)i*/ 
Third Shock kmj end 20th Gds Metis Div/fcightfe Gds Army) ;L$te 
tank divisions c In addition to the assignment of tank units 
to these divisions in tee spring of 1957 ? si mimt®** of tanra 
which considerably exceed the number belonging to a 
mechanized division hav® continually teen observed in th# 
areas of these divisions, 

(2) Reorganization of all rac*toi&ed divisions into Heu-Typ* 

mechanized divisions, This measure was confirmee by repeated 
observation of more than 10 tanks and a large ca-iter of 
armored personnel carriers with previously meto; ised rifle 
regiments and of rocket laixnuhere in all A division areas 
(H&gencw, Boergite-Staata, Budolstodt and Wei of els) * 

(3) The situation of aingr mrtlHery and engineers,. vbiob differs 
from that of army art tilery and engineer units cf previous 
mechanized armies is treated in Par 1 2b and 2c\ 
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Changes o bserved with Mcoh&olsssd A rn i eg 

(1) Confirmed information hum been received that 4 c i vi a ions 
changed their subordination., namely: 

the 8th Gds M«ca Div from the First to the Tfafctc Gd» 

Hoes Army; 

the 6th Gds Tank Div from the Third to the First G dm 
Macs Away; 

the lat Meca Div from the Second to the Fourth Gds 
Mecs Arxzy; 

the 25th Tank Div from the Fourth to the Second Gds 
Mens Amy,, 

After the termination of the susama* training period (return 
of the units from sum mr camps and maneuvers) it was 
determined tbftt 9 in spite of the change of subox dlnati o% 
no changes had taken place with regard to the general 
location of the divisions* 

(2) The mechanised divisions were reorganized into New-Type 
mechanised divisions (only 1 tank and 1 art y regiment) * 

For detail®., see Par I 9 2o 

(3) No definite information has been received on th< 

reorganisation of tank divisions 
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C.- Artillery units directly subordinate to GSFG (former IV Arty 
Corps) were not affected by the reorganisation^ 

do Present Organisation of GSFG Units 


(See Annex 1) 


At present,, GSJG forces include 4 mechanised annies,. c-adh with 
3 mechanised and j tank division, and 2 tank armies, &ach with 
3 tank divisions. 


In detail* these amiss include the following traits? 


8th Gcia Mens Div 
9 th Mec-j Div 
14th Gets Me«ss Div 
7th Gds Tank Div 


Gr Inna 
Cottbus 
Juetarbcg 
Dessau 
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Fourth Gda Meoa Anay 


1st Mao* Div 
6th Gds Maos Div 
7th Gds Mecrz Div 
10th Gda Tank Div 


Doeberlts 

Itarnsu 

' hiara temra Ide 
Knampnltss 


U/i Macs Arcy 

(previous Third Shook Amy) 


U/i Macs Amy 

(provioua Eighth Gdti Army) 


18th Meez Div 
U/i Mac* Div 
( previous 
U/i Maos Div 
(previous 
U/i Tank Div 
(previous 


Per le berg 
Schwerin 

94th Gd;j Mta Rifle Div) 
Stendal 

207th M» Rifle Div) 

1 lagdeburg 
19th Gda Mecs Div) 


21st Gds Me os Div 
U/i Mecz Div 

(previous 39th 
U/i Me©* Div 

(previous 57th 
U/i Tank Div 

(previous 20th 


Halle 

Ohrdruf 

Gda Mis Rifle Div) 
Haumburg 

Gds Mta Rifle Div) 
Jena 

G&> Mo oa Div) 


U/i Tank Amy 6th Gds Tank Div 

T * T "~ x 9th Tank Div 

(previous First Gds Msoa Army) uth Gda T<gaJt Dlv 


Hittenberg 

Uiesa 

iresdan 


U/i Tank Amy 

(previous Second Gds Macs Anay) 


9th Gds Tank Div 
12th Gds Tank Div 
25th Tank Div 


Hsus' trelita 

Jouroppin 

fogelsang 


•o It is assumed that the First Gds Mecz Army has been reassigned its 
previous designation First Gds Tank Army end the Second Gda Meea 
Amy was presumably redesignated Second Gds Tank Amy* Phe former 
19th and 20th Gds Maos Diva* which had been reorganized into tank 
divisions s may have kept their old numbers because the Soviet 
Amy so far included neither a 19th nor a 20th Gda Tank D±v e 
while at least some of the previous motorized rifle divisions 
reorganized into me chanized divisions probably were gi /an new 
designations o It cast at least be said that, divisional nmabers 94 
and 207 appear too high for mechanised divisions*, sine* the latter 
have so far been numbered almost <x>ns ©entirely # and therefore, 
such high numbers would not agree with the numbering s 
Until this question can be clarified,, the old designations with 
a supplementary "Mecz* or ^Tank” in parentheses will bs used. 


2^ Unclarified Questions 

Af ter the reorganization* GSFG forces Include only 2 types of 
divisions ? namely tank divisions and mechanized divisions* *ith both 
types differing from previous tank and mechanized divisions.* 
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particularly from the latter « *or information on th© organ: Litton oi 
the new division types with comparative data on the previous types, 
s®© Annexes 2 and 3. Available information does not yet *1 » final 
conclusions on the post-orgaai national stratum, A number of questions £ 
notably with regard to organisation and axramsnt, could no : ye l b® 
clarified. There Is bJjqo reason to believe that not all forces, and 
units of th® same type have as yet the same o r gs ni&'it io n a^ui armament 
but will be standardized only in the near future, a procedure which 
has already previously been observed with Soviet units on jjmlar 
occasions * In parti cular, th® following questions amid no : yet be 
determined: 


a* Or ganisation of Tapis Units o f 
(l) Tank div isions: 

It was observe! in lata April /early May 1957, that a fflfflbr 
of tank divisions received heavy tanks and SP guns vrhicb had 
been turned in by mechanized divisions <, This observation 
tends to indicate that the tank divisions were assigned 
additional heavy tank SP unit3 ? i 0 e« poasioly & sa;^ond 
hv t a nk SP regiments This assumption is g however., contra- 
dicted by the fact that tank divisions st the sm 3 time 
were observed entraining heavy tanks and S? guns ,, wblub 
apparently were to be turned in« The number of heavy tank® 
and SP guns observed at posts also appears too snail tso 
indicate definitely two hv tank SP regiments per division. 

On the other bund, individual heavy teaks have been 
observed in the areas of medium tank regiments. Id m case, 
however 9 could four tank regiments be confirmed with a 
tank division* whereas mixed regiments w&re reported viith 
several divisions (e*g* 7th Gds iank Div ? . IDth Gd# lank Div s 
and Uth Gdn Tank Div) , It is therefore also possible that 
tank divisions are organized into 3 mixed tank regiments *> 
each of presumably 4 battalions « The observation of an 
unusually high number of heavy tanks and SP guns with the 
10th Gd® Tank Div end the 20th Gds Macs Di* (Tank) vaguely 
indicate© that task divisions of mechanized armies nsy b$ 
equipped with a larger number of heavy tanks than 
tank divisions* of tank armies * 


(2) Mcch nnlse d Divisional 

Observations daring the period under review confirmed that 
th© heavy tank SP regiments of mechanized divide ns have 
been dissolved. Information available on the previous 
medium tank regiments does not yet permit definite 
conclusions as to their new organ! zation. The observation 
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of individual heavy tanks and SP guns In the areoi of 
regiments of almost all mechanized divisions tanas to 
indicat® that a htmvy tank battalion may have been ndded 
to the 3 medUm tank battalions. An assignment of heavy 
tanks and SP guns to medium tank battalions appear t? 
improbable* The medium tank battalion subordinate to 
mechanized regiments urns not affected by th® reorganisation* 
Individual heavy tanka which were occasionally observed 
with mechanized regiments are quite definitely believed 
not to belong to the organisational equipment of this 
type of regiment* 

h„ Organisation and Armament of Artillery Units 
(l) Division Artillery 


It can be assumed that all battalions of divisional 
artillery are organised into 3 batteries r } each of 6 guns,. 

The observation that the artillery of tank divisions has 
been orgaajfeed into a regiment sometime earlier and that the 
mortar battalion vsjjb dissolved,, was again confimed, 

152-dib howitzers wore reported for the first time (mostly 
field howitzers and* in on© ease* gun howitzers) , Hies© 
guns were observed with the 9th Tank Div,, 9th Gds Tank Div ? 
10th Gds Tank DIv end 12th Gds Tank Dii* during tie summer 
and fall* The number of weapons observed tends tc indicate 
that one battalion with 152-Baa howitzers belongs to the 
artillery regiment of a tank division* Although^ according 
to an unconfirmed report v 36xl52^am gun howitzer* were 
observed with the 10th Gds Tank Div (Oct 3957) , 5 1 i© 
not yet possible to draw the conclusion 'that all tank 
divisions include 2 battalions with 1 52-mi howl tier 3* There 
iSg however* the possibility that such an organisation is 
aimed at but has not yet been introduced by all ci visions. 

It can furthermore be fessumod that the artillery regiment 
of a tank division included a battalion with S5/l 00 -cam field 
guns and a battalion with 122-ram field howitzers. Sine© 
more than 183d22«*ma field howitzers (24 with 9tb Tank Div 
and 36 with 19th Ms Mecz D;iv(Tk) ) were observe: with tix 
divisions* there is also the possibility that 2 22-sa 
field howitzer battalions are in existence, pose: bly only 
for a transitional period* 

Summarising* it can De said that there ay 1 © two possibilities 
for the organi sation of an artillery regiment of a tank 
division, mm&ly: 
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1 battalion with 85/lOO-ann guns 

1 battalion with 122~ssa field howitzers 

2 battalions with 152-can howitzers 

or 

1 battalion with 85/100-on guns 

2 battalions with 122~nm field howitzers 
1 battalion with 152-azn howitzers 

It can also bo assumed that several tank division are 
not or not yet equipped with 152-tan howitzers. 

The organization of the artillery of mechanized divisions 
into & regiment within the framework of the reorganization 
could also be confirmed*, Since the spring of 1957., only ona 
arty regiment has been reported in post areas of former 
mechanised divisions and the deactivation of each one arty 
regiment in connection with the reorganization of motorized 
rifle divisions had been definitely lateral z»d w 

As to the organization of arty regiments of meohmized 
divisions e definite importation has been received on 3 
battalions o It is* however., assumed that there i s also a 
fourth battalion which may be equipped with 152^aa 
howitzers* Such guns have*, however „ been observe! only with 
the 1st Mecz Div and 39th Gds Mtz Rifle Div (Meet} b while 
pertinent indications are available for the 6tb ind 7th 
Gds Mecz Diva,, When the any regiments of these divisions 
returned by road to Ebersw&ldo asd/or the Fuersbrnwaldo- 
Frankfu rt a r*& f rom maneuvers in the Wittstcmk area* 
several reported a column of 3x6xl22-m field 

howitzers* 3x6xl60-m mortars and 3x6x85~ian guns Thera 
was no fourth battalion. If in existence «, it was presuro- 
ably shipped hy rail i u « y is equipped with track-laying 
vehicles which;, however, have so far been observed only 
with guns with a caliber of and above 152 mnu Arty regiments 
of mechanized divisions are assumed to be organ! sad as 
follows: 

1 battalion with 85/IOQ-zsm guns 
1 battalion with 160»sss mortars 
1 battalion with 122-mm field howitzers 
1 battalion with 152 -m howitzers 

(2) Army Artillery 

Available information does riot allow to draw def inite 
conclusions on the organization of the arty brigades of 
the armies 0 The following details have bean reported: 
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The u/i Arty Brig/First Gds Mae* Army (Teak) with its 
field howitzer element© left Koenigsbrueck far ac 
undetermined destination in late April 1957, In April* 
gun howitser© arrived in Meissen where elements with guns 
ha d already b am stationed <> While exclusively gun howitsers 
had at first bsen observed in Meissen * 100-ssa guns were 
again observed there after November 1957*, 

After the 2d Arty Brig/S eoond Gds Macs Army (Tank) had 
turned in 152-ism field bowitsers and 10O«*ma guns and* at 
the same time, had received 152-mm gun bowitsers, only 
the latter have been observed with the unit* However, 
there are also indications that the equipment of this 
brigade included 122-mn field guns 0 

No information has been received on the 199th Art/ Brig/ 
Third Gds Macs Army which had left its quarters ia 
Jueterbog in May 1957 o 

The 71st Arty Brig/Fourth Gds Meoa Army was confirmed with 
its previous equipment (l52~aa field howitsers and 100 -aa 
guns) in Bernauo 

No new and only little information has been received on 
the 44th Arty Brig/Third Shock Army (Me os) Altengrabow 
and the 43d Arty Brig/Eighth Gds Army (M©cs) * respectively . 
The 304th Arty Brig Burg and the 308th Arty Brig Gera 
could be confirmed o It could not yet be determined if the 
former army arty brigades had been dissolved and, 
subsequently, replaced by the two remaining former corps 
arty brigades (304th and 308th) or whether two arty 
brigades are in existence with each former rifle ;3OTy<, The 
present whereabouts of the AT brigades of the former rifle 
armies could not be determined either a 


the bull of the 
20th AT Brig/Third Shock Army \moz ) , pWsum&bly in the 
strength of 2 regiments*, is still stationed in Standal/ 
Borstal o Shipsaants to Fuersterwalda on 21/22 April, 
apparently imo Ived only one regiment which could be 
confirmed thero until recently 0 The subordination of this 
regiment is still undetermined 0 


Insufficient information has been received on the 38th AT 
Brig/Eighth Gds Army (Macs) Altenburgo Analogue to the 20 th 
AT Brig/Third Shock Army (Mecs) * at least eleiaent 3 of the 
former may be still in existence and stationed ia Aiten- 
burg* It could not yet be determined that an AT uait 
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belonged also to the Third Gds Macs Army* although there 
is reason to believe that each Mechanised arny includes 
an AT unit which may (still?) be of greater strength with 
the two former rifle armies located near the zonal border 
th a n with the two other mechanised ar mi es Q 

(3) RL baits 

In addition to the 23th Gds RL Brig/6 th Arty Div of GSFG a 

each army is equipped with an RL r«gjm<wvh oatVH 

with an RL battalion® [ 25X1 

it can be assumed that the array RL regiments are equipped 

mainly with BM-24s, in addition to H. 3 I 3 and NLI3© * In 

the sunssor of 1957 ? 200-san (?) RLs (4 banks) were observed 

at three posts (Doeberits* Brandenburg and Saalf aid) and, 

in September X957„ presumably IS RLs (6 banks) „ probably 

to be used as AA weapons,, were observed in Doobarits* 

The RL battalions of the tank divisions wore predominantly 
equipped with BM~24s in addition to M-X3S* whore m RL 
battalions of mechanized divisions are equipped mainly 
with RLe of type M-13* 

(4) GSFG Artillery 

Artillery units directly subordinate to GSFG did }iot under- 
go any changes with regard to organization and equipment® 

Co Army E ngineers 


Wh:tls each one army engineer regiment has been carried with 
the previous mechanized armies P no 3uch cb serrations could bo 
made with regard to the two fom&p rifl© aradas® Nor was there 


any indication of an enlargement to regiments of army engineer 
battalions observed with the rifl© armies prior to the re- 
organization® In addition to the known engineer units t} 
amphibious units have bam observed in three army areas $ 
namely in Beeakow (Fourth Gds Me os Amy) s 24 full-track amphibious 
vehicles and 20 6x6 amphibious trucks; 
in Magdeburg (Third Shock Army (Mecs) ) s 15-20 full-track 

amphibious vehicles and possibly also 6x4 
amphibious trucks; 

in Gera (Eighth Gds Array (Macs) ) s 24 full- track 

amphibious vehicles and several amphibious 


in Sperenberg 


'tru cks ; 

(Third Gds Macs Army) s 

the area of tm Amph Engr Regt/GSFG 

J tend to indicate subordination 
to Third Gds Macs Argy® 
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It appears possible that now each mechanized mw is equipped 
with a new amphibious unit which may have bean activated from 
previous amphibious engineer regiments of GSFG (Ebcrmfalde^ 
Sporenborg) * 

No information has as yet been raoeived on strength and 
cquixa&ent of these amphibious units 0 


3<, Weapons and Equipe»nt Obse rved in the GDR for the first Tr jna 
a„ Tanks and SP Guns 


(1) T~10t new hea'oy tank, similar to JS°*3 9 122-aaa gun with 
s & oke funnel and muzsle brake, presumably rather heavy 
AA weapon on turret, presumably 7 bogie wheels and 3 
track-supporting rollers, weight approximately 51 tons*. 

So far observed in Vogelsang, Meiningen and Juetarbog (?) » 

(2) Bridge-carrying tank on T«*34 chassis (T-34/®r) & observed 
in Magdeburg « 

(3/ Command and/or radio tank, without turret * but with 

com&ander 8 s croola and machine gun in front, wit a turret 
but without gust (T-34fo T-54/P, JSU-1 22 /?) , observed 
in Bern&u, Leipzig and Jenao 

(4) Amphibious tank without, turret (FT-76/F), possibly not 
only command or radio tank but also personnel carrier, 
observed in Barnau and &eitz<> 


bo Armored Vehic les 

(1) BTR-l52e, increasingly equipped with device for air pressure 
regulation in tires « 

(2) BTR~X52s with high side-boards (BTR-152/F) ^«d as command 
and signal vehicle* 

Co Modem Artillery Pieces 

_j.| u - , , ■■mr-r— M ~ r — 1 ■ 

100-aaza field guns/AT K-55 ) 

122^sm field guns H-55 ) so far only with arty brigades 

152-aan howitzers M»55 ) 

do Rocket Launchers 

200-icsa (?) RLs (4 banks), rang© up to appr 20,000 meters, so 
far observed in Doeberits* Brandenburg and Saalfeldg Presumably 
earmarked for RL regisisnts of tank and mechanized allies* 
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e 0 AAA 

(1) twin-barreled AA guns on track-laying chassis 
(SU-57/2) 5 chaais similar to T-54 but only 4 bogie wheels * 
Craw An large but not completely closed turrets Observed 
in Krampaita, Weimar, and Hilleralebea (probably also in 
Zerbst) and indications in area of First Gds Macs Army 
(Tank) * For the time being, presumably for tank divisions 
exclusive ly. 

(2) AAA (?) Rl 4 » (6 rounds) 9 presumably on XAAS-214 chassis, 
first da own at Moscow Parade in November 1957o Possibly 
Id such weapons in Doeberits. 

fo Prime Movers 

(1) PrM-57 (ZgKv), armored medium prime mover with 4 bogie 
wheels and 2 track-supporting rollers, low somewhat 
detached idler wheel in rear, m a c h i n e gun in front ball 
mount, mainly for M~55 100-aa field guns of AT and arty 
brigades o Observed in Rostock* Schwerin** Juetarbog (?) „ 

(2) PrM-54, prime mover with d small bogie wheels arranged 
in pairs and 4 track-supporting rollers „ Mainly observed 
with heavy AA guns. 


4* Final Conclusions 

The new phase of reorganization, which started with GSFG units in 
the spring of 1957, is believed to have been generally completed 
approximately at the beginning of the maneuvers in late July/ 
early August. Experiences gained during the fall maneuvers may 
result in additional organisational changes which, presumably on 
a smaller scale, may be expected also for the near future g The 
main results of the reorganisation are 

a. restriction to 2 types of divisions; 

bo activation of tank armies; 

c» creation of units as similar as possible which permit an 

exchange among armies or divisions and thus a flexible conduct 
of battle; 

do Increase of fire power and mobility* 
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IIo Training 

During the period under review* activities of Soviet aray units 
concentrated on training* While, an a result of the reorganization 9 
training * particularly of artillery and tank units 9 was affected 
during the spring and early summer, unusually intensive training was 
conducted during the summer and fall* Thus* the units caught up with 
the normal training schedule quickly* The large number of exercises 
at divisional level and above indicates that* in general* the re- 
organisation and reequipment was completed in summer and newly organised 
units and forces were tried out and examined in practice* 

Training was marked by exercises at reinforced regimental level, 
divisional level and by maneuvers which involved elements of several 
divisions* by retransfer of units which had moved to sunder camps in 
the spring, as well as by training in firing of tank*, artillery and 
AAA units at the known firing ranges* After late October*, training was 
conducted predominantly at near posts and has been affected by the 
personnel exchange which started at that time* 

1* Exercises at Regimental Level 

Between about ID July and late October* exercises of combined 
weapons, mostly at reinforced regimental level, were conducted 
near posts and at troop training grounds with varying frequency* 

This training, which continued also during the maneuver period, 
was meant as compensation for the fhct that troops were trans- 
ferred to summer camps only on a small scale* 


2* Exercises (Maneuvers) at Divisional Level and above 

With regard to type and execution of operations* the 195? ffcll 
maneuvers resembled those of 1956, when also three combined 
maneuvers of elements of various armies were held* In 1957,? entire 
OTA units were for the first time observed participating in Soviet 
maneuvers * 

At least K) major exercises at divisional level or above which, 
in 9 cases, involved air force units were held between 25 July 
and 10 October 1957* All information available on the maneuvers 
was compiled and forwarded in & special report. 


3o Return from Summer Camps 

The troops which had transferred to suaccr camps in the spring, 
returned to their posts between mid-September and mid-October, 
with some units immediately returning to their winter quarters 
and others only after participation in aaneuvers* 
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Tha following unite were determined to have returned? 


6th Arty Div/GSPG 
34th Arty Div/tSH* 

8th Gde Heca Div 
Uth Gda Tank Div (abas) 
57th Gds Mta Rifle Dir 
(Macs) (elms) 

21st Gds Mec* Div 
20th Gde Mecz Div 
(Tank) (elms) 


beginning aid-3 ep Ixcei Altcugrabow; 
beginning mid-Sep from Alttngrabov; 
beginning late Sep from Jueterbogj 
beginning early Sep tron Koerdgsbrueok; 
beginning late Sap from Ohrcruf; 

beginning mid-Sep from Loaeaj 
beginning early Oct fro® Ohr&ruf; 


In late October* the divisions of which only elements had been 
rotated to training ground# 5 war© also stationed at their posts 
with the bulk of their unitSc 


4a Firing Details 

a* Tank Units 

Prior to mid-July* tank units transferred to firing ranges only 
in a few instances because of the reorganization* During the 
period under review*, training in filing of tank units was 
intensified* It can therefore be assumed that the units caught 
up with their training schedule during the summer* Training in 
firing continued also during the maneuver period | it was generally 
completed in October* Only individual firing details war® 
observed at that time* 

b 0 Artillery Units 

Training in firing of artillery units continued* In addition 
to units of the two artillery divisions which bad been trans- 
ferred to the Altengrabow summer o&ap 5 artillery firing details 
were continually rotated to the known artillery firing ranges* 

This training activity got leas intensive in October mud almost 
discontinued in November* 

o« AAA Units 

Training in firing of AAA units was predominantly conducted at 
the tf us trow and Juetartog firing ranges as previously, Alton- 
grabow was also utilised^ Practicing units stayed at the training 
grounds between 4 and 6 weeks as usually « Competitive firing 
practices were held frequently* Firing practices decreased 
during the month of September* only occasional AAA units were 
observed at the firing ranges in October and practices were 
discontinued altogether in November* 
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5o Engineer Training 

Intensive training of engineer unite at uater training sites, 
which has been observed throughout several years, cor tinned until 
October* In spite of Intensive participation of engineer elements 
in the maneuvers & special training of engineer units not involved 
in the exercises continued * It almost terminated in the month of 
November* 


III* Personnel Exchange 

The assembling of shuttle trains for the 1957 personnel 
exchange program started on 10 September, with first trains made 
. available in the Berlin area, followed by trains from otl^r RBD 

districts, the total of which amounted to approximate ly 1,400 transit- 
worthy converted boxcars sufficient for the assembly of approximately 
25 shuttle trains* The beginning of the shuttle-train aot'esaent was 
presumably scheduled for late September, was allegedly postponed to 
15 October, and actually started only on 31 October*, exoept for a few 
personnel shipments in and after September which preceded the exchange 
program* The delay of the exchange program had the follmrlng reasons: 

The influenza epidemic in October not only affected troopn at numerous 
posts but also GDR Railroads personnel which lad to considerable 
transportation difficulties in the GDR 0 

Fall exercises tandn&ted only in mid-October in several anay areas 
so that trained personnel had to be discharged later than in preceding 
years* The political situation in October (anniversary of Hungari&n 
revolution) may also have accounted for the delayed beginning of the 
1957/1958 personnel exchange* 

Between 31 October and 30 November, & total of 70 personnel shuttle 
trains was observed crossing the border in both directions These 70 
shipments can be broken down as follows: 

from the GBR to the USSR; 33 loaded 

6 partly loaded and 
9 empty trains 

from the USSR to the GDRs 20 loaded and 

2 partly loaded trains 0 

As in preceding years,, arrival and departure of troops is handled via 
distribution points in each army area some of which, howsver* are 
located in other installations than previously* The following 
Install a tions are assumed to serve m distribution center#: 
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for First Gds Mecs Aray (Tank) 
for Second Gds Maca Army (Tank) 

for Third Gds Meoa An?y 
for Fourth Gds Macs Army 


for Third Shook Any (Meea) 
for Eighth Gds Army (Moos) 

Exchange of dischargees and recruits between posts and distribution 
centers is accomplished by truck or in small rail shipments , in many 
cases with recruits being dropped and dischargees being picked up at 

the seme time* 

The number of personnel shipments observed crossing the border in both 
directions prior to late November, roughly agrees with the scale of the 
personnel exchange during the first A weeks in 1956® With a view to 
the fact that the exchange program started approximately 3 weeks later 
then usual, and on the basis of the assumption that the exchange will 
continue on the same scale , it is believed that it will terminate only 
about mid-January • 


Koanigsbrueck-Altes Lager 
Camp Schveinrioh (Dranse 
rr station) 

Jueterbog-Altes Lager 
Frankfurt/Oaor-Ei chhoro 
Kaserne (?) and/or Bemau- 
Army Clothing Depot I 
Magdeburg-Herrenkrug Kaseme 
W oimar-Tanncnberg Kaseme 
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IVc Logistics 

Nothing unusual was observed with regard to supply traffic from the 
USSR to the GDR until late November* Incoming shipments with heavy 
weapons and equipment were insignificant* Worth noting is the arrival 
of some 500 railroad ears vdth loads exceeding standard measurements 
after mid-May P Occasional observations tend to indicate that the 
shipments involved prime movers and amphibious vehicles * Twin- -barreled 
SU-57/2 AA guns and a small, number of new heavy T-1D tanks woi*© also 
observed * 


Vt Evaluation 


The phase of reorganisation executed in 1957^ as well as the arrival 
of additional new conventional weapons and equipment and the further 
coordination of command principles to modern warfare which could be 
noticed on occasion of the maneuvers improved fighting power* mobility 
and readiness for employment of GSFG forces* At present, the readiness 
for employment is affected by the low training level of the recruits, 
a comparative weakness which presumably will have been overcome by the 
spring of 195B« 
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Descrlption of Attachments (referred to as Annexes In the report): 

Attachment 1; Present Organisation of GSFO Forces 
Attachment 2: Organisation of Tank Divisions 
Attachment 3: Organisation of Mechanised Divisions 
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